
PROTOCOL FOR SPINE EVALUATION IN THE 
UNCONSCIOUS TRAUMA PATIENT

Unconscious 
Major Trauma

Patient

Signs of Spinal cord Injury ?

Quad/Paraplegia
Priapism

Diaphragmatic breathing
Abnormality on palpation

Loss of anal tone
Spinal shock

Imaging of the entire spine

1. Cervical Spine
Helical CT Scan
1mm cuts occiput to C3
3mm cuts C3 to T4
Coronal & saggital reconstructions

2. Thoracolumbar Spine
AP & lateral XRs
*Omit thoracic XR if CT chest performed
*Omit lumbar XR if CT abdomen performed

YES NO NORMAL ABNORMAL

 Specialist
Radiologist
     Only

Reviewed by
Duty Intensivist

SPINE "CLEARED"
Intensivist to write in notes
Cease spinal precautions

Remove cervical collar
Position patient freely

POSSIBLE SPINAL INJURY
1. Maintain full spinal precautions

Sandbags
Logroll

 2. Consult admitting neurosurgical or     
      orthopaedic team urgently

 3. Consider MRI scan

All imaging should be completed on the first trip to Radiology if possible.
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